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MEMORANDUM

TO: Dean Hildcbrand and Roger Rostvet

FROM: Randy Kzreil

RE: Opening Day for Pheasant Scason _

DATE: February 15, 2000 (Updated Version of January Memo)

{ am not surprised this issue came up and was fully expecting some people, such s those with
vested commercial interests, to requcst an earlieropener for pheasants. Even as we looked at
opening dates for 2000 in preparation for the fell advisory board mectings and development of
the proclemetion and lottery schedule, it became spparent that 2000 was one of those years where
openers were the latest they could be in the calendar cycle, All seasons are ¢ffected in this way
including deer scason, which opens the 10th of November and extends over Thanksgiving,

The bottom line question is: Should the pheasant-opener remain the second Saturday of October
(where it has beea since 1990 when it was changed from the third Saturday in October) or should
the opener be moved to October h, the first Sawirday in October? On the surface, it eppears
that adding another wesk to the pheasant season would be a positive by providing more
reqreational opportunity. However, there are some negative implications and unintended
consequences that we should be aware of and analyze. The following are some factors, in no

particular order, that we should consider prior t6 determining the Department’s recommendation
to the Goveror: )

¥ The final date for this decision is the 20th of July when the proclamation is scheduled to be to
the Governar. However, we should try and resolve this issue with the Governor’s office well in

advance of the deadline date so there arc no surpris¢s and people can have time to adjust and
pian. - '

* All department calenders distributed to staff and more importantly to the public and

landowners identify October 14th as the pheasant'opencr. A change would undoubtably cause
some confusion, <t



* For the past several months, department information and Heensing staff have been telling
callers the probabie operer will bo the [4th. Changing now will cause confusion and prublems
with people who may have already planned vacations, made reservations, and trave| plans etc.
Contacting all these people with different information will be chalienging at besy.

* The North Dakots State Tourism Guide, which ligts Probable opening date for pheasant
season as October [4th, has besn printed and widely distributed to Bovernment offices, lacal
chambers of commercs and tourism departmcnts,_.m‘;d many private businesses, This too, may
add a degree of confusion for the public, businesses; and privare lendowners.

*Moving the pheasant opetier to the first Sntluﬁay in Qctober wij} conflict with the waterfowl
opeast in 2003, 2004, 2005, 2009, and 2010, We have elways avoided this conflict in the past
and it may be advisable to continue different opening dates in the future, The wardens have

* The maturity of birds with en earlier opening dqt{a_: is a concem to our biologists and sopme
recment staff. ‘Others may not agree this is an issuc, but we do have expericnced staff



* An early October opeper could create Problems wigh huaters ang landowners i areas whare
€< Bereage of sunflowers ang carn wif] sl bc.standing, By Opening the Season after the
barvest of these Crops is wall underway, the Passible cogflicts could be minimized, A it ig
W, we have an preg that has g delayed opener for these Yery reasong ( Yellowstone Bottomg
area in McKenzie and Williams Counties), This delayeq Season came ahoy; when Ry Stuar
Was Commissionar and landowners had serioys €0licerns over conflicts apg safety relating
farmers narro

ey
for road repeir, In addition they promoteq legislagion in the last Session to compensate
landowners upg local govemment entitios fi,, damage cguged by hunterg,

* Having the 5¢4500 open the 7, of October wijj éonflict with the opening weekend of

Pronghom antelope seasan, This Will cayse g¢ least two pogsihle problems, Firgt (ha Primary

pheasant TAnge generally overlaps with antelope hynting areas which creates 5 difficuly situation
. .



